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“Reading with your child” 

Reading:  Just keep working.  
There is no rush.  If you read 
with them, they will grow.  

Math: 
Some can and some can’t.  
Learn it now!  Memorize! 

“Do math with your child”  

Math:  Just keep working.  
There is no rush. If you math 
with them, they will grow.  

Combat messages in society about math 

What do we want for our students in math?
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Math:  Just keep working.  
There is no rush. If you math 
with them, they will grow.  

What do we want out of our K-8 math program?



Mathematics Team Mission and Vision
SMFC students become enthusiastic and proficient 
learners of mathematics who are able to share their 

thinking, use multiple representations, and build on the 
ideas of others.

Increase meaningful mathematical discourse and 
sense-making to build fluency, flexibility, and strategic 

competence in all students.
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What challenges are we facing right now? 
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Covid learning loss is greatest in math. 

5th to 6th Math transition is always problematic, 
especially after year of distance learning.

Math placement steps interrupted by pandemic.
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COVID-Related Learning Loss Will Hit Younger 
Students Differently
By Sarah D. Sparks — August 26, 2020  2 min read

Educators are bracing for students to return to school this fall with significant learning loss, after more 
than six months of disruption from the coronavirus pandemic. New research suggests schools will need to 
target interventions differently for students in different grades and subjects.

Researchers with the assessment group Illuminate Education analyzed more than 500,000 
computer-adaptive test scores in reading and math from kindergarten through 5th grade students in 
reading and math between fall and spring tests in the 2018-19 and 2019-20 school years. The data were 
used to project the difference in growth between the two years and the extent of learning loss in each 
grade and subject.

They found students in all grades and subjects had learning loss during the pandemic school closures this 
spring, but they followed different patterns. Kindergartners and 1st graders lost the most ground in 
general reading growth, but rising 5th graders lost the most fluency in reading aloud. Across every grade, 
students lost more learning in math than in reading, losing two and a half to four and a half months of 
learning, compared to a month or two in reading.

COVID Learning Loss

https://www.edweek.org/by/sarah-dockery-sparks
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Projections from 500,000 computer-adaptive test scores in reading and math:

“Across every grade, students lost more learning in math than 
in reading, losing two and a half to four and a half months of 

learning, compared to a month or two in reading.”

Ed Weekly Article August 2020

Covid learning loss is projected to be  
greatest in Math 
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For Discussion ...
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What content occurs in what classes?

Are there Math 6 adjustments that can 
improve Math outcomes for all students?

Should Math 6 adjustments be made, how will 
they not impact Advanced Math access?
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What content occurs in what classes
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Common Core Mathematics

2(10) + 2(8)
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Common Core Mathematics

2(10) + 2(8)

4(10) - 4 
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Common Core Mathematics

2(10) + 2(8)

4(10) - 4 

4(8) + 4 
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Common Core Mathematics

2(10) + 2(8)

4(10) - 4 

4(8) + 4 

10 + 8 + 2(9) 
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Common Core Mathematics

2(10) + 2(8)

4(10) - 4 

4(8) + 4 

102 - 82 

10 + 8 + 2(9) 



Educational Services 16

Common Core Mathematics
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Common Core Mathematics

2(10) + 2(8)

4(10) - 4 

4(8) + 4 

102 - 82 

10 + 8 + 2(9) 
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Common Core Mathematics

2(x) + 2(x-2)

4(x) - 4 

4(x-2) + 4 

x + (x-2) + 2(x-1) 

x2 - (x-2)2 
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Common Core Mathematics
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Common Core Mathematics
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Common Core Mathematics
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Common Core Mathematics
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Common Core Mathematics
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Common Core Mathematics
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Common Core Mathematics
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Common Core Mathematics
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Common Core Mathematics
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Common Core Mathematics
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Common Core Mathematics
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Common Core Mathematics
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Our students need the time to become rich 
deep thinkers in these big idea.
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Are there Math 6 adjustments that can 
improve Math outcomes for all 

students?
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SMFCSD Math Program Results

Race not 
specified
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Recent survey of over 840 SMFCSD 8th Graders ask about...

Math confidence in grades 4 & 5 compared to grades 6 & 7  (Scale 1 - 5)*

*grade 8 confidence (Distance Learning) is not included in this data.
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SMFCSD Math Program Results
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Recent survey of over 840 SMFCSD 8th Graders ask about...

Math confidence in grades 4 & 5 compared to grades 6 & 7  (Scale 1 - 5)*

*grade 8 confidence (Distance Learning) is not included in this data.
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SMFCSD Math Program Results
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Will a heterogenous 
grade 6 help all students 
achieve at higher rates?
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Will a heterogenous 
grade 6 help all students 
achieve at higher rates?
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Link to Document

http://www.sfusdmath.org/uploads/2/4/0/9/24098802/research_detrackingmath_final.pdf


Educational Services 38

Should Math 6 adjustments be made, 
how will they not impact Advanced 

Math access?
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For Board Decision (at next meeting)

Offer all students a heterogeneous Math 
6 course next school year to include 
engagement with teachers, site leaders, 
and families to understand how we 
strengthen our 6-8 math program for all 
students.
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● Ongoing meetings with Math Leads from 
each Middle School 

● Site leader engagements
● Monthly meetings with SMUHSD Partner 

districts

Engagement started …. 
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Key Next Steps
Planning for a successful heterogeneous Grade 
6 Math
● Curriculum Support
● Professional Learning for teachers focused on 

meeting the needs of a diverse range of math 
experiences

● Sustained coaching to support shifts in 
instruction

● Summer Bridge for rising 6th graders
● Family Engagements Fall 2021



Thank You
Questions
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